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Greeks before them  did.   In  the Muslim naval ex-
peditions on the Italian shores and on the islands of
the Mediterranean and its Christian ports, as well as
in the Crusades, we find the Muslims, and not their
enemies, using the Greek Fire.   It also seems that the
secret of the use of the Greek Fire was communicated
to the Muslims of Andalusia who used it in fighting
their Christian enemies of northern Spain.    In the
siege of Niebla (1257 A.D., 665 A.H.), a Portuguese
town, the Almohades, used, in repulsing the armies of
Alphonso X,   King  of  Castille, instruments  which
threw on the  Christian camps stones  and burning
materials accompanied by claps of thunder.   The kings
of Granada used, since the end of the thirteenth cen-
tury, similar instruments in fighting the Christians.
Here we hesitate to express an opinion on the nature
of these instruments.    On  reading   the  description
given by the Arab and Spanish historians, it occurs to
the mind that they were guns and that the Muslims
had, at that   time,    discovered   gunpowder,   if  we
admit that they discovered   it before the German
priest, Berthold Schwartz in the middle of the four-
teenth century.   It is probable, however, that these
instruments were the projectors of Greek Fire which
had improved with time, and were adopted by the
Almohades and the Andalusians from the Muslims of
Egypt and Tunis.     It seems that the Muslims of An-
dalusia used the gun for the first time in the battle of
Rio Selito (Wadi Lakka) in 1340 A.D., 740 A.H., and
in the defence of Algeciras in 1342 A.D*, 742 A.H.
This opinion is confirmed by the fact that the Greek
Fire was accompanied by terrible claps  of thunder
when discharged.     Yet we can suppose that the Mus-
lims of Andalusia began to use the Greek Fire and
afterwards added gunpowder to it and were able to
make guns and use them against the Christians.
This is the story of the Greek Fire and of the rdle
it played in the wars of Middle Ages.    We have